[Mechanisms of hypermetabolic states].
Current concepts of mechanisms of hypermetabolic states in the body and its selected organs are discussed. Special attention is given to hepatic processes and changes of energy metabolism in hypermetabolic hepatocytes. It is shown that hypermetabolic cells have properties characteristic of the metabolism stimulation phase in cells showing a non-specific reaction to an injury. Differences between cellular hypermetabolism and stimulated metabolism in an injured cell are considered. It is hypothesized that hypermetabolism at the cellular level may be regarded as a stably prolonged phase of stimulated metabolism related to the cell non-specific reaction to an injury.